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Israeli Media

Israel's News Outlets has given a lot of attention to the Canonization event, preceded by
President's Abbas visit to Italy and his meeting with the Italian officials as well as His Holiness
Pope Francis. The coverage has mainly focused on:

1) Israeli's response to the agreement finalized between Palestine and the Holy See in which the
latter officially recognizes the State of Palestine.

2) President Mahmoud Abbas meeting with Pope Francis on Saturday May 16th, who was
described by His Holiness as " an angel of Peace".

Below are some Examples of Israel's News Outlets Coverage ( English Sites Only):

Times of Israel and Ynet (via AP and AFP) reported on the meeting that took place between
President Abbas and the Pope, and cited Pope's greeting words to President Abbas during the
traditional exchange of gifts at the Apostolic Palace. Francis told the President that he thought

the gift was appropriate since “you are an angel of peace.” Times of Israel and Ynet also cited
the statement made by an Israeli Foreign Ministry official: "Israel heard with disappointment the
decision of the Holy See to agree a final formulation of an agreement with the Palestinians
including the use of the term 'Palestinian State'. The Israeli official added : "Such a development
does not further the peace process and distances the Palestinian leadership from returning to
direct bilateral negotiations. Israel will study the agreement and consider its next step.”

Jpost also reported on Israel's resentment over Vatican-Palestine agreement citing an unknown
Israeli Foreign Ministry official.

Times of Israel published another article titled ' Did the pope call Abbas an ‘angel of peace’?
Depends who you ask', and is written by Rafael Ahren who questions if Pope Francis has really
told President Abbas " You are an angel of Peace"? Vatican’s chief spokesperson, Father
Federico Lombardi told The Times of Israel that he "did not hear the exact words spoken™ ,



http://www.timesofisrael.com/after-recognizing-palestine-pope-meets-abbas-in-vatican/
http://www.ynetnews.com/articles/0,7340,L-4657837,00.html
http://www.timesofisrael.com/after-recognizing-palestine-pope-meets-abbas-in-vatican/
http://www.ynetnews.com/articles/0,7340,L-4657837,00.html
http://www.jpost.com/Arab-Israeli-Conflict/Israel-disappointed-Vatican-reached-agreement-to-recognize-Palestinian-state-402996
http://www.timesofisrael.com/did-the-pope-call-abbas-an-angel-of-peace-depends-who-you-ask/

elaborating “because they were said in a very colloquial manner between the pope and the
Palestinian president, who were in close proximity to one another.” Ahren then explains:
Lombardi seemed to point away from the “Abbas is an angel,” and more toward the “hopefully

Abbas will be an angel” explanation.

Ha'aretz reported on Republican Congressmen's reaction towards the Vatican- Palestine
agreement . The Congressman slammed the Pope's decision, Congressman Jeff Duncan (R-S.C.)
expressed his 'disappointment with the Vatican's move', Ha'aretz cited him as saying “The Pope
is legitimizing a Palestinian state without requiring those who get recognition to recognize Israel
as a Jewish state ".“It’s interesting how the Vatican has gotten so political when ultimately the
Vatican ought to be working to lead people to Jesus Christ and salvation, and that’s what the
Church is supposed to do".

Examples of Op-eds Published in Israeli Print Media

Jpost Editorial wrote an article titled "*Shortsighted Vatican''. The writers list the reasons why
recognizing Palestine State is counterproductive to push forward peace talks: 1) division between
Fateh and Hamas 2) Failure to hold elections : "Who precisely is Abbas representing when the
PA signs a treaty with the Vatican?' 3) Even if Elections are to be held , an Islamic government
will be created 4) 'Christians forced to live under the rule of Islamists including in Bethlehem
and in Gaza. Is this the sort of “state” the Vatican wishes to recognize?'

Melanie Philips wrote an Op-ed in Jpost titled ** As | see it: The Vatican channels war against
Israel™. Philips criticized the agreement which will be signed in the near future between the
Holy See and the State of Palestine saying "It puts the Vatican publicly behind the Palestinian
strategy of waging war against Israel by diplomatic means."

International Media

The International Media has devoted an extensive coverage to the Canonization event.
The main focus was on the following:

1)Vatican's official recognition of the Palestinian State in the framework of the agreement drawn
up by the bilateral commission of the Holy See and the State of Palestine. As well as Israel's
response to Vatican's move branding it as ' disappointing'.

2) President Abbas meeting with Pope Francis on Saturday May 16th, who was described by His
Holiness as " an angel of Peace".

3) Canonization Day (May 17. 2015), when Pope Francis announced the Canonization of the
two Palestinian nuns in a mass celebrated at Vatican's St. Peter's Square.


http://www.haaretz.com/news/diplomacy-defense/1.656670
http://www.jpost.com/Opinion/Jpost-editorial-Shortsighted-Vatican-403139
http://www.jpost.com/Opinion/As-I-see-it-The-Vatican-channels-war-against-Israel-403133

Below are some example of International News Outlets Coverage:

NYT wrote on Vatican's official recognition of the State of Palestine , and the term State of
Palestine was placed in Parentheses : " Vatican announced that it would soon sign a treaty that
includes recognition of the "state of Palestine". "

For Palestinians Vatican's decision is highly important but for Israelis it represented a blow.

NYT interviewed Palestinian and Israeli religious and political leaders, below are some
examples:

Husam Zumlot: “The Vatican is not just a state. The Vatican represents hundreds of millions of
Christians worldwide, including Palestinians, and has vast moral significance."

NYT also cited David Horovitz , The Times of Israel editor : “Even this philo-Semitic pope, this
pope who cares about the Jews, even he doesn’t get it." “Every time something like this happens,
there’s this sense of anguish. Why don’t you understand? We want to separate from the

Palestinians, but on terms that don’t threaten our security.”

Father Jamal Khader - Latin Patriarchate :“so this is an important step from the Catholic Church
to show that, no, it is standing with the rights of Palestinians and with the right to a state of

Palestine.”

Daniel Levy, Middle East director of the European Council on Foreign Relations: “The question
is what happens the morning after recognition? Do those who recognize Palestine in any way
have to recalibrate their bilateral relations with Israel? So far that has not been the case, and |
don’t think that will be the case with the Vatican either.”

DailyMail also reported on Vatican's official recognition " The Vatican is preparing to sign a
treaty which will recognize the state of Palestine on paper for the first time ...".

The newspaper also cited Israeli Foreign Ministry official who expressed his government's
resentment over Vatican's brokered agreement with Palestinians. Vatican's official minister,
Monsignor Antoine Camilleri statement to Holy See's official newspaper was also cited

"It would be positive if the accord could in some way help with the establishment and recognition
of an independent, sovereign and democratic State of Palestine which lives in peace and security
with Israel and its neighbors." DailyMail also referred to a statement made by Vatican
spokesman Father Federico Lombardi who stressed that his country has recognized the State of
Palestine ever since it was given recognition by the UN.


http://www.nytimes.com/2015/05/14/world/middleeast/vatican-to-recognize-palestinian-state-in-new-treaty.html?_r=0
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/05/14/world/middleeast/vatican-to-recognize-palestinian-state-in-new-treaty.html?_r=0
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/organizations/r/roman_catholic_church/index.html?inline=nyt-org
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-3080459/Vatican-says-agreed-treaty-State-Palestine.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-3080459/Vatican-says-agreed-treaty-State-Palestine.html

AP also wrote on Vatican's official recognition of the State of Palestine in an article titled
"Vatican officially recognized the state of Palestine”, noting that the "Holy See has switched its
diplomatic recognition from the PLO to the State of Palestine”. AP referred to Israel's reaction
towards Vatican's recognition, and cited Vatican's spokesman Rev. Federico Lombardi saying
" Yes, it's a recognition that the state exists."

Reuters in an article titled * Vatican move on Palestine adds fuel to European debate *,
wrote that Vatican's decision to recognize the state of Palestine in a treaty for the first time has
drawn a severe response from Israel but it may usher in a freer debate in Europe about how to
proceed on the Palestinian question. The article addresses the possible alternatives of two states
from an EU perspective : a unilateral recognition of Palestine by the EU as a whole or member
states, or a one state solution. Reuters cited an EU senior diplomat : "We need proposals to
support peace, but also we need to look at what leverage Europe has, what steps Europe could
take to exert pressure on Israel.”

International Business Times interviewed Bernard Sabella, associate professor of sociology at
Bethlehem University , who said that Vatican's recognition of State of Palestine is not just
crucial diplomatic victory but the timing of recognition is also an affirmation of Christians
existence by Pope Francis: “It sends the message that there is an entity called the Palestinian
people and, among the Palestinian people, there are Palestinian Christians..... The politicians now
need to wake up to this reality of a two-state solution and help us all get out of this impasse and
terrible conflict in which our two peoples are living.”

WSJ reported on the agreement finalized last Wednesday (May 13.2015) between Palestine and
Vatican in which the latter officially recognizes the State of Palestine. WSJ presented the
reactions that came out from the Holy See, Israeli, Palestinian and US officials as follows;

Holy See's chief negotiator expressed his hope that the deal would help™ if only in an indirect
way", to promote the recognition of Palestinian statehood and the realization of two state
solution. Israel's foreign ministry said " Israel was disappointed to hear of the Holy See's
decision to agree to the final version of the agreement with the Palestinians.” Obama's
Administration officials were reserved in their action and refrained from making any criticism or
expressing disappointment, State spokesperson Jeff Rathkete reiterated US position that
Palestinian State must result from negotiations. PLO Central Committee official Dr. Hanan
Ashrawi hailed the recognition emphasizing that Palestinians” look at Vatican recognition as
having more than just a diplomatic significance. It also has symbolic and moral significance."”

Vatican Insider reported on President's Abbas closed meeting with the Pope , as well as his
meeting with the President and Vatican Secretary of State Cardinal Pietro Parolin and the
Secretary for Relations with States Mgr. Paul Gallagher. Vatican Insider placed the term State of
Palestine between "Parenthesis". The insider cited Pope Francis describing President Abbas as
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http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2015/05/13/vatican-recognizes-state-of-palestine_n_7274096.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2015/05/13/vatican-recognizes-state-of-palestine_n_7274096.html
http://www.reuters.com/article/2015/05/14/us-mideast-vatican-palestine-idUSKBN0NZ1CU20150514
http://www.ibtimes.com/vatican-palestine-statehood-palestinian-christians-uplifted-pope-francis-middle-east-1922845
http://www.wsj.com/articles/vatican-to-sign-first-treaty-with-state-of-palestine-1431531609
http://www.wsj.com/articles/vatican-to-sign-first-treaty-with-state-of-palestine-1431531609
http://vaticaninsider.lastampa.it/en/the-vatican/detail/articolo/palestina-palestine-palestina-vaticano-vatican-vaticano-41113/

angel of Peace “May the angel of peace destroy the evil spirit of war. | thought of you: may you
be an angel of peace.” According to Vatican Insider, the meeting addressed Palestine - Vatican
agreement regarding the activities of the Catholic Church in Palestine, of which both parties
expressed great satisfaction. Vatican officials also expressed hope that direct talks between
Palestinians and Israelis would be resumed, and reiterated that both parties must take courageous
decisions for peace with the support of International community.

Zenit( The World Seen from Rome) in an article focused on President Abbas meeting with
Pope Francis. According to Zenit, Holy See Press Office director Jesuit Father Federico
Lombardi, responded to Journalists questions on the wording of " you are an angel of peace" as
saying: "When the Pope presents [the medallion] to the president, he says a few words to explain
why he gives this gift, that is the desire and commitment to peace. The meaning of the gift is
clear as a hope and invitation to commit themselves to peace.” He added : "Each one of us should
be for others and for the world as an angel — a messenger of peace. Personally, | was present at
the audience, but | did not hear the exact words because they were said in a conversational
manner and close between the two."

Reuters, AP ,AFP, BBC NYT all quoted Pope Francis telling President Mahmoud Abbas

" You are an angel of Peace™, as both exchanged gifts at the end of their official audience at the
Apostolic Palace. NYT writers Isabel Kershner and Elisabetta Povoledo add that the Pope's
greeting words to President Abbas caused a linguistic and political furor. They question if the

Pope told President Abbas “You are an angel of peace,” as reported by various media outlets
including ANSA or was the pope encouraging President Abbas with the words “May you be an
angel of peace,” as other major Italian news media such as La Repubblica and La Stampa,
reported? They simply explain the difference between the verb “sei,” Italian for “you are,” and
“sia,” which means “may you be.” AP later published another article in which it provided a
correction to its first story published on May16th clarifying that AP omitted two words when
quoting Pope Francis who told President Abbas "you are a bit an angel of peace," not "you are an
angel of peace.” The original Italian quote was: "Lei e un po un angelo della pace."”

Reuters in another article also referred to Vatican's spokesman statement which sought to remove
the ambiguity surrounding the wording : "It is clear that there was no intention to offend
anyone." "In any case, the sense of encouraging a commitment to peace was very clear and |
believe that the very gift of the symbol of an angel of peace was made by the pope with this
intention as well as previous presentations of the same gift to presidents, not only to Abbas."

CNN published an article on the Canonization Ceremony interviewing Father Jamal Khader
from Latin Patriarchate who said "As Christians, this is a sign of hope, this is a light in the tunnel
. Especially now in the Middle East, with all the events, with all the violence. We are celebrating
the lives of two saints who worked humbly for everyone and who proved to be true followers of


http://www.zenit.org/en/articles/vatican-spokesman-explains-pope-s-angel-of-peace-gift-to-president-abbas
http://www.reuters.com/article/2015/05/16/us-pope-palestinians-idUSKBN0O10OT20150516
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2015/05/16/pope-abbas-angel-of-peace_n_7297134.html
http://www.businessinsider.com/afp-pope-meets-angel-of-peace-abbas-after-treaty-announcement-2015-5
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-32769752
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/05/19/world/middleeast/vatican-seeks-to-quiet-uproar-over-popes-angel-of-peace-remark.html?emc=eta1
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/05/19/world/middleeast/vatican-seeks-to-quiet-uproar-over-popes-angel-of-peace-remark.html?emc=eta1
http://bigstory.ap.org/article/8bed117d12ff4564a10c92dd6b18e829/correction-vatican-palestinians-story
http://www.reuters.com/article/2015/05/19/us-pope-palestinians-idUSKBN0O41ZP20150519
http://edition.cnn.com/2015/05/17/middleeast/vatican-palestinian-saints/

Jesus Christ.” CNN also referred to the political meaning of canonization noting that the Vatican
wants to be seen as part of the Mideast Peace Process, and that Pope Francis has made that a
priority. President Mahmoud Abbas statement on canonization was also cited: "Our Holy Land
has become a bastion of virtue for the entire world... Palestine is not a land of war; it is rather a
land of sanctity and virtue, as God intended it to be.” Director of the Palestinian Bible Society
Nashat Filmon was also cited "It's a message for the whole world that Palestinian Christians do
exist in this land, and that Palestinian Christians have a heritage of more than 2,000 years".

Los Angeles Times reported on the Palestinian celebration of the canonization of two
Palestinian saints with more than 2000 Palestinians, including a Palestinian official delegation
led by President Mahmoud Abbas, Palestinians waived the Palestinian flag at St. Peter's Square.
Xavier Abu Eid, PLO official was cited: "The sight of the Palestinian flags in Rome and at St.
Peter's Square was a joy for all of us and gave us a sense of pride. Jesus Christ, who was born in

Palestine, was our first saint, and every single Palestinian takes pride in that.” Latimes cited
Auxiliary Bishop Michel Sabbah as saying "Palestine is not only a land of war and battles, but
that it is a land that gives rise to saints.” Latimes also cited President Abbas statement on
canonization in which he urged Christians not to leave Palestine.

Al-Jazeera ( English) covered the celebrations that took place in Palestine ahead of
canonization ceremony interviewing the Principle of Rosary Sisters School as well as Auxiliary
Bishop William Shomali of Jerusalem. Ambassador to the Holy See Mr. Qassassieh was also
interviewed and cited "This shows that he's consistent with his message that the Holy Land is a
land of peace, not a land of war, and this land should be where people build bridges, not walls.
He is determined to keep the hope in the hearts and minds of our people, especially [when they]
are suffering from all kinds of policies of the occupation.”

CBN News in an article titled ** What Vaticans Move May Mean for Jerusalem Future™,
explains that those criticizing the Vatican's decision to recognize a Palestinian state argue that
this move would have profound consequences for negotiations between Palestinians and Israelis
as well as the future of Jerusalem, which Palestinians demand to be their future capital.

Reuters also reported on Canonization Ceremony with a clear reference to the State of
Palestine: "in a ceremony in Saint Peter's Square just days after the Vatican formalized its de
facto recognition of the State of Palestine....canonization was not directly connected with the
Vatican's announcement of a new accord with the State of Palestine.” Reuters cited President
Abbas statement on the occasion of canonization: "the example of the two newly canonized
saints affirms our determination to build a sovereign, independent and free Palestine based on the
principles of equal citizenship".


http://www.latimes.com/world/europe/la-fg-pope-canonizes-saints-from-palestine-20150517-story.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2015/05/palestinians-celebrate-sainthood-local-nuns-150516075453574.html
http://www.cbn.com/cbnnews/insideisrael/2015/May/What-Vaticans-Move-May-Mean-for-Jerusalems-Future/
http://www.reuters.com/article/2015/05/17/us-pope-palestinians-saints-idUSKBN0O208420150517

For more coverage on the Canonization Ceremony ( May 17. 2015)

NPR " Palestinian Nuns Among Latest Saints Declared by Pope Francis".

Telegraph " Palestinian nuns canonized by Pope become first Arabic speaking catholic saints".

Chicago Tribune " Pope Francis canonizes 4 nuns, 2 from 19th century Palestine".

NYT " Two Arab Nuns From Palestine Are Canonized by Pope Francis".
WP " Pope canonizes two Palestinian nuns".

The Italian News Outlets has widely covered the Canonization Event.
Below are some examples of how the main Italian newspapers covered and analyzed the
Canonization Event:

Panorama " Il Vaticano riconosce lo Stato palestinese”, May 13th 2015
Il Manifesto " Primo storico accordo tra Vaticano e Stato di Palestina”, May 14th 2015

L'Osservatorio Romano on the canonization of the two nuns, May 16th 2015

Il Messaggero "Il Papa canonizza 4 suore, di cui 2 palestinesi: festa e bandiere in Vaticano",
May 17th 2015

Osservatore Romano "Dialogo via per la pace", May 16th 2015

La Repubblica "Papa Francesco, venti minuti con Abu Mazen: "Lei sia un angelo della pace",
May 16th 2015

Il Corriere della Sera "Vaticano, il Papa santifica due suore palestinesi: «Esempio di
fraternita»"”, May17th 2015

Avvenire "Papa Francesco proclama due sante Palestinesi ", May 17th 2015


http://www.npr.org/sections/thetwo-way/2015/05/17/407455729/palestinian-nuns-among-latest-saints-declared-by-pope-francis
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/europe/vaticancityandholysee/11610878/Palestinian-nuns-canonised-by-Pope.html
http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/ct-pope-canonizes-4-saints-20150517-story.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/05/18/world/europe/two-arab-nuns-from-palestine-are-canonized-by-pope-francis.html?_r=0
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/middle_east/pope-canonizes-two-palestinian-nuns/2015/05/17/b3f2e406-fcae-11e4-833c-a2de05b6b2a4_story.html
http://www.panorama.it/news/esteri/il-vaticano-riconosce-lo-stato-palestinese/
http://ilmanifesto.info/primo-storico-accordo-tra-vaticano-e-stato-di-palestina/
http://vaticanresources.s3.amazonaws.com/pdf%2FQUO_2015_110_1705.pdf
http://ilmessaggero.it/primopiano/vaticano/papa_canonizza_4_suore_palestinesi/notizie/1358658.shtml
http://www.osservatoreromano.va/it/news/il-dialogo-la-pace-medio-oriente
http://www.repubblica.it/esteri/2015/05/16/news/papa_francesco_abu_mazen-114483977/
http://www.ciaddnews.com/vaticano-il-papa-santifica-due-suore-palestinesi-esempio-di-fraternita/
http://www.avvenire.it/Chiesa/Pagine/proclamate-sante-due-palestinesi.aspx

Examples of Op-eds Published in International Print Media

NYT Editorial Board in an Op-ed titled "*The Vatican and the Palestinians™, referred to
Vatican's recognition of Palestine State describing it as " a symbolic victory for Palestinians who
are struggling to keep alive their dream of a Palestinian state, which has been thwarted by the
Israeli government ..". Vatican's decision comes at an especially bleak moment for Israel-
Palestinian peace efforts. The writers conclude: "a negotiated Israeli-Palestinian deal on a two-
state solution is the best chance for justice and peace. But given the complete breakdown of
negotiations, it is likely that more governments, in supporting the claims of the Palestinian
people, will formally accept Palestine as a state.”

Independent published an Op-ed titled "*Vatican recognises State of Palestine: Does this
mean Israel is becoming more isolated on the world stage?"*, written by Ishaan Tharoor, who
argues that the "Vatican's recognition of Palestine does little to change the facts on the ground ,
which include the steady expansion of Israeli settlements in the West Bank and the collapse of
talks But it does deepen the sense that Israel is growing increasingly isolated on the world stage."
He added that the status of Jerusalem, is also a "matter of contention" between Vatican and
Israel.

Huffington Post published an article titled "*Progressive Jews Rejoicing in the Pope's Plan to
Recognize Palestine™, written by blogger Rabbi Michael Lerner who expressed hope that the
Vatican's action will spur countries around the world to take similar actions to recognize the

Palestine State. Lerner adds : "we recognize, however, that it will only be through external
pressure that Israelis will be able to move their right-wing government to consider seriously the
steps they would need to take to reverse their current direction and provide Palestinians with the
rights." Lerner also urged President Obama to recognize Palestine: "We urge our President to use
the occasion of the visit of the Pope to the U.S. in the Fall of 2015 to announce that he will
follow the path of the Vatican, recognize Palestine, and pledge to support efforts in the UN
Security Council to grant Palestine full membership in the United Nations with all the rights
pertaining to a sovereign state."

A Commentary titled ** Sorry Your Holiness but Abbas was no Angel”, written by Jonathan
Tobin was published in Commentary Magazine . Tobin criticized Vatican's decision to

recognize State of Palestine claiming that " such moves only encourage Abbas to continue to
refuse to negotiate with Israel.” On another issue, the writer called for denying President Abbas
the title of “angel of peace.” He accused the President of being " a longtime deputy to arch-
terrorist Arafat and played a role in organizing and financing many acts of brutal terrorism..."


http://www.nytimes.com/2015/05/15/opinion/the-vatican-and-the-palestinians.html?emc=edit_ty_20150515&nl=opinion&nlid=71458955&_r=0
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/europe/vatican-recognises-state-of-palestine-does-this-mean-israel-is-becoming-more-isolated-on-the-world-stage-10249287.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/rabbi-michael-lerner/progressive-jews-rejoicin_b_7286194.html
https://www.commentarymagazine.com/2015/05/17/sorry-your-holiness-but-mahmoud-abbas-is-no-angel-pope-francis/
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